Perforation Due to Ingestion of Multiple Magnet Beads
An 8-year-old otherwise healthy developmentally normal male presented with abdominal pain for 3 days and a history of swallowing 2 or more magnet beads per day. He had a normal stool pattern. Vital signs were normal. Abdomen was soft and non-tender. Radiography revealed more than 30 adherent magnetic beads partly in the stomach and small bowel (Fig. 1 ). Esophagogastroduodenoscopy revealed 2 gastric perforations with multiple magnets attached to each other within the gastric lumen ( Fig. 2A) and none in the small intestine. Most magnets were removed endoscopically. Some gastric magnets were used to attract the jejunal magnets, allowing extraction of some through the gastroenteric fistula. Because not all beads could be retrieved, he was taken to surgery. Pressure necrosis of intervening bowel and stomach between adherent beads had evolved into a gastrojejunal fistula without contamination of the abdomen (Fig. 2B) . Following a small jejunal resection and closure of the stomach, the child fully recovered. Ingestion of multiple magnets caused them to attract with forces of up to 1300G, compressing intervening bowel and can lead to subsequent bowel perforation, fistulization, and death (1, 2) . Education of physicians and improvement in public awareness about the risk of these toys is key to prevent such incidents. Moreover, advocacy with government leaders is crucial for removing or banning these hazardous toys from retail shelves. 
